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SUBJECT: 31STGA: PLENARY ITEM 1 17: PARAGRAPH ON CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS IN RESOLUTION ON AMPHICTYONIC CONGRESS 

REF: A) USUN 4135; B) STATE 246861 

1 . ON OCTOBER 5, GOVERNOR SCRANTON DISCUSSED THE PARAGRAPH 
DEALING WITH THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS IN THE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
ON THE AMPHICTYONIC CONGRESS (REF A) BEING CIRCULATED IN 
THE LA GROUP WITH PANAMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOYD. IN 
RESPONSE TO GOVERNOR SCRANTON'S REMARKS ALONG THE LINES 
SUGGESTED IN TALKING POINTS PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT, 
BOYD SAID HE THOUGHT THE PARAGRAPH IN QUESTION WAS VERY 
SIMILAR TO THE OAS WORDING. BOYD CONTINUED, HOWEVER, THAT 
PERHAPS THE BEST THING TO DO WAS WAIT AND SAID HE WOULD 
INSTRUCT PANAMANIAN PERM REP ILLUECA TO SEE THAT THE 
LATIN AMERICAN GROUP HOLD OFP ANY ACTION ON THE WHOLE 
AMPHICTYONIC CONGRESS RESOLUTION UNTIL MID-NOVEMBER. 

2. PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN REF B, MISSION 
OFFICER HAD DISCUSSED THE PARAGRAPH ALONG THE LINES 
SUGGESTED IN REE B WITH THE EOLLOWING LA DELEGATIONS: 
ARGENTINA-SENIOR MISSION OFEICER IS LOOKING 

INTO THE QUESTION; 
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STRONGLY OPPOSED TO INCLUSION OF THE PARAGRAPH, 

AND WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO SEEK ITS 
DELETION. HE CANNOT, HOWEVER, HE SAID, SPEAK FIRST ON 
THE SUBJECT BECAUSE OF CENTRAL AMERICAN SOIDARITY; 
ELSALVADOR-DEPUTY PERM REP TOLD US THE LA 
GROUP HAS AS YET TAKEN NO DECISION ON THE PARAGRAPH 
AND THAT IN HIS VIEW IT IS BEST IGNORED; 

GUATEMALA-PERM REP FEELS STRONGLY THAT THE 
PARAGRAPH IS INAPPROPRIATE AND WILL SEEK ITS DELETION; 
SURINAM-DEPUTY PERM REP HALFHUID WAS UNINFORMED 
ABOUT THE PARAGRAPH BUT SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS IT WITH 
HIS PERM REP; 

COLOMBIA-SENIOR MISSION OFFICER FEELS STRONGLY 
THE INCLUSION OF THE PARAGRAPH IS COMPLETELY IN- 
APPROPRIATE AND WILL DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH COLOMBIAN 
PERM REP ZEA. 

3. MISSION OFFICER ALSO DISCUSSED THE PARAGRAPH, IN 
THE CONTEXT OF A LONG CONVERSATION, WITH PANAMANIAN 
DEPUTY PERM REP RIOS, WHO IS AWARE, HE SAID, OF THE 
POTENTIAL DANGER THAT INCLUSION OF THE PARAGRAPH 
ENTAILS. 

4. COMMENT; IN LIGHT OF BOYD'S PROMISED ACTION TO 
HOLD OFF LA GROUP CONSIDERATION OF THE RESOLUTION 
UNTIL MID-NOVEMBER, USUN BELIEVES WE SHOULD NOT 
PROCEED WITH INFORMAL DEMARCHES ON THIS SUBJECT 
FOR THE MOMEMT. FOLLOWING THE SECRETARY'S MEETING 
WITH BOYD ON OCTOBER 7 AND BOYD'S GENERAL DEBATE 
STATEMENT ON OCTOBER 8, WE SHOULD HAVE A BETTER 

IDEA OF WHAT PANAMA HAS IN STORE FOR US DURING THIS GA AND 
HOW TO PROCEED. 

5. USUN BELIEVES IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR THE 
SECRETARY TO CONVEY HIS SATISFACTION TO BOYD DURING 
THEIR MEETING AT BOYD'S DECISION TO HOLD OFF ACTION 
ON THE DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE AMPHICTYONIC 
CONGRESS CONTAINING A PARAGRAPH ON THE CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH COULD HAVE OPENED THE DOOR TO 
EXTREMIST STATEMENTS BY THIRD COUNTRIESAND DAMAGE 
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PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS, AND EXPRESS 
THE HOPE THAT BOYD WILL TAKE STEPS TO REMOVE THE 
POTENTIAL DANGER BY HAVING THE PARAGRAPH DELETED. 
SCRANTON 
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